
7CHENNAI - 29-JANUARY-2026

Chennai, Jan 29:
A team of researchers 

from Yenepoya (Deemed 
to be) University, Madras 
D i a b e t e s  R e s e a r c h 
Foundation (MDRF), and 
Emory University has 
developed an innovative 
method to detect diabetes 
using a high-resolution 
photograph of the retina, 
offering a potential non-
invasive alternative to 
traditional blood tests.
The study, published in 

the international journal 
Diabetes Technology and 
Therapeutics on January 
23, 2026, demonstrates 
that artificial intelligence 
(AI) can identify subtle 
changes in retinal blood 
vessels that indicate 
d i a b e t e s  a n d  e v e n 
prediabetes. Scientists 
say the retina is the 
only part of the human 
body where blood vessels 
can be directly observed 
without surgery, making 
it a unique window into 
systemic health.
The Madras Diabetes 

Research Foundation 
(MDRF), one of India’s 
leading diabetes research 
institutions, played a 
crucial role in the study 
by providing clinical 

expertise, retinal imaging 
data and insights into 
early vascular changes 
associated with diabetes.
Dr. R. Rajalakshmi, 

Head of Medical Retina 
and Ocular Research at 
Dr. Mohan’s Diabetes 
Specialities Centre and 
MDRF, noted that subtle 
vascular changes in the 
eye can appear even 
before diabetes develops. 
“Routine retinal images 
captured during eye 
examinations revealed 
early signs in blood 
vessels that precede 
diabetes , offer ing a 
powerful opportunity for 
early screening,” she said.
The AI model was 

trained to analyse patterns 
and shapes in retinal 
b lood ves se l s f rom 
images of people with 
and without diabetes. 
According to co-lead 
author Dr. Sudeshna Sil 
Kar of Emory University, 
the system acts like 
a “digital detective,” 
achieving about 95% 
accuracy in identifying 
diabetes from a single 
retinal image.
L e a d  a u t h o r  D r . 

Soujanya Kaup explained 
that the eye serves as a 

Retinal imaging offers 
non-invasive blood tests

Dr. V. Mohan, 
Chairman of

Diabetes Specialities Centre 

window into the body’s 
health. “By using AI 
to read tiny clues in 
retinal vessels, we can 
identify diabetes through a 
quick photograph, without 
needles or lab tests,” she 
said.
Dr. V. Mohan, Chairman 

of Dr. Mohan’s Diabetes 
Spec i a l i t i e s Cen t r e , 
highlighted the significance 
of the findings for India, 
which has over 100 
million people living with 
diabetes, many of whom 
remain undiagnosed. He 
said AI-based retinal 
screening could become 
a real-time tool for large-
scale early detection, 

though validation in larger 
populations is required.
Dr. Anant Madabhushi 

of Emory University 
added that the technology 
i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e 
accessible, requiring no 
expensive laboratory 
equipment, blood samples 
or fasting—just a simple 
eye photograph.
High accuracy: AI 

detected diabetes with 
about 95% sensitivity. 
Early warning capability: 
The system could identify 
prediabetes, enabling 
p r even t i v e l i f e s t y l e 
i n t e r v en t i on s .  Non -
invasive screening: No 
blood tests or invasive 
procedures required.
Experts say the study 

strengthens the case 
for using eye-based AI 
diagnostics to detect 
systemic diseases early. 
With its long-standing 
leadership in diabetes 
research and clinical 
innova t ion , MDRF’s 
involvement underscores 
its yeoman service in 
advancing early detection 
and preventive strategies 
for diabetes in India and 
globally.

Chennai, Jan 29:
 South Indian Bank 

enters into its 97th 
Foundation Day today, 
reflecting nearly a century 
of banking built on 
customer trust, strong 
values and progressive 
innovation. Founded in 
Thrissur in 1929, the 
bank has grown into 
a pan-India institution, 
currently serving over 8.2 
million customers through 
948 branches across the 
country.
On the occasion of 

South Indian Bank’s 97th 
Foundation Day, Chairman 
V.J. Kurien reflected on the 
institution’s long journey 
and future direction, 
highlighting the role of 
vision, discipline and 
customer trust in shaping 
the bank’s growth.
He said South Indian 

Bank’s progress over the 
past 97 years has been 
driven by a long-term 
vision and a disciplined 
way of working, supported 
by the steadfast trust of its 
customers. Emphasising 
the bank’s relationship-
centric approach, Kurien 
no t e d t h a t  v a l u i n g 
customer relationships has 
been central to delivering 
strong and consistent 
financial performance.
“As we s t and on 

the threshold of our 

South Indian Bank enters  97

centenary, our focus 
remains on delivering 
sustainable value for 
both our customers and 
shareholders,” he said, 
adding that the bank will 
continue to strengthen 
its fundamentals while 
pursuing growth with 
stability and responsibility.
K u r i e n’ s  r em a r k s 

underscored the bank’s 
intent to build on its legacy, 
reinforce customer trust 
and sustain performance 
as it moves towards its 
100-year milestone.
As it moves closer 

to its centenary, the 
milestone comes on the 
back of its strongest 
financial performance 
to date. For the third 

quarter of the 2025–26 
financial year, the bank 
reported a record net 
profit of Rs.374.32 crore, 
up 9% from Rs.341.87 
crore in the same period 
last year. Cumulative 
profit for the first nine 
months of the fiscal 
year rose to Rs.1,047.64 
crore, supported by a 
10% growth in pre-
provisioning operating 
profit, underscoring the 
bank’s financial resilience.
P.R. Seshadri, Managing 

Director and CEO, said 
the bank’s progress 

reflects the collective 
strength of its customers 
and employees. He noted 
that South Indian Bank 
has adapted to change 
while staying rooted in its 
core values, and that this 
collective commitment 
will continue to guide its 
future growth.
With steady financial 

performance and a strong 
customer base, South 
Indian Bank said it is 
poised to build on its 
legacy as it advances 
toward i ts 100-year 
milestone.

V.J. Kurien
Chairman
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Chennai, Jan 29:
The Board of Directors 

of Sundram Fasteners 
L im i t e d  ( S FL )  o n 
Thursday announced the 
unaudited financial results 
for the third quarter 
and nine months ended 
December 31, 2025, 
reporting steady revenue 
growth led by strong 
domestic demand, despite 
pressure on exports due to 
global market headwinds, 
Managing Director Arathi 
Krishna revealed .
On a standalone basis, 

revenue from operations 
stood at Rs. 1,351.47 
crore for the quarter 
ended December 31, 
2025, compared with 
Rs. 1,256.58 crore in 
the corresponding period 
last year. Domestic sales 

Sundram Fasteners Q3 profits 
up as sales grow

Arathi Krishna
Managing Director

surged to Rs. 994.97 
crore, up from Rs. 840.81 
crore, registering an 18 per 
cent growth, underscoring 
robust demand in the 
Indian automotive and 
industrial segments.
Export sales, however, 

declined to Rs. 308.41 
crore from Rs. 362.79 
crore in the previous 
year, reflecting ongoing 
global macroeconomic 
challenges.
Profit before exceptional 

items and tax rose 14 
per cent to Rs. 173.97 
crore, compared to Rs. 
153.10 crore a year ago. 
The company recorded 
an except ional one-
time provision of Rs. 
11.02 crore due to the 
implementation of the 
New Labour Codes. After 
accounting for this, net 
profit stood at Rs. 121.88 
crore, marginally higher 
than Rs. 120.36 crore 
last year.
Earnings per share 

(EPS) for the quarter was 
Rs. 5.80, compared to Rs. 
5.73 in the corresponding 
period last year.
On a consolidated basis, 

revenue from operations 
increased to Rs. 1,541.11 
crore , up from Rs. 
1,441.12 crore, while 
consolidated net profit 
was Rs. 130.80 crore, 

largely flat compared to 
Rs. 130.73 crore last year. 
Consolidated EPS was 
Rs. 6.20 versus Rs. 6.21 
previously.
For the nine months 

ended December 31, 
2025, standalone revenue 
from operations rose 
to Rs. 4,040.01 crore, 
compared to Rs. 3,855.75 
crore in the same period 
last year. Domestic sales 
grew 13 per cent to Rs. 
2,882.82 crore, reflecting 
sustained momentum in 
the domestic market.
Standalone net profit for 

the nine-month period was 
Rs. 400.50 crore, up from 
Rs. 382.64 crore a year 
ago. On a consolidated 
basis, revenue reached Rs. 
4,595.52 crore, compared 
with Rs. 4,424.83 crore in 
the previous year, while 
consolidated net profit 
increased to Rs. 431.49 
crore from Rs. 417.26 
crore.
Sundram Fasteners 

said it incurred Rs. 
217.92 crore in capital 
expenditure during the 
nine-month period, in 
line with its planned 
investment programme 
for FY26, as it continues 
to expand manufacturing 
capacity and strengthen its 
technology and product 
portfolio.
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